
 

 

      
On the horizon: The Canada Disability Benefit 

 

The new federal Canada Disability 
Benefit (CDB) is coming. This 
benefit is meant to help working-
age people with disabilities. If you 
qualify, you could get up to $200 a 
month. How much you can get 
depends on your income (and 
spouse’s income) from the previous 
year.  
 
To qualify for the CDB, you must: 
 
• Be between 18 and 64 years old, 
• Be approved for the Disability 

Tax Credit (DTC) – you can 
apply for this by filling out the 
T2201 form with your doctor or 
nurse practitioner,  

• Have filed your income tax 
return, 

• Be a resident of Canada, and 
• Not be serving a prison sentence 

of 2 years or more in a federal 
prison. 

The Ontario government has not 
decided yet if CDB will be 
considered “income” for Ontario 
Works and ODSP. CALC and many 
other legal clinics wrote letters to 
the Ontario government asking 
them not to claw CDB back from 
social assistance benefits.  
 
Most other provinces have said they 
will not claw it back, and we hope 
Ontario does the same. (Update! 
There is no clawback in Ontario). 
 
Although the federal government 
has said it will open applications in 
June 2025, and hopes to start  
payments in July 2025, there is still 
no public application process or 
application forms available.  
 
Since we know approval for the 
DTC will be a requirement to get 
CDB, if you plan to apply for this 

benefit you can start by getting your 
DTC form filled out now.  
 
For more information on the CDB 
and DTC, you can contact Service 
Canada at 1-800-622-6232 or visit 
their website. You can also sign up 
for the federal government’s 
newsletter to get the latest updates 
on the CDB. 
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Canadian Dental Care Plan (CDCP) – Applications Open! 
  

Applications to the CDCP are open for children and adults of all ages as of May 29, 2025.   
 
CDCP members who currently have coverage under the plan need to renew their coverage 
before June 1, 2025 for the new 2025-2026 coverage period.  Applications are available online 
through a Service Canada account. If you can’t apply online or have questions, contact Service 

Canada toll-free at 1-833-537-4342 (TTY: 1-833-677-6262). You can also ask someone you trust to 
help you apply. The Belleville and Quinte West Community Health Centre is holding free 
drop-ins to help people apply. Their Belleville location drop-in is June 12 from 1-4 pm and the 
Quinte West location drop-in is June 13 from 9 am–12 pm. 

 
For more information, visit https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/dental/dental-care-plan.html. 

Graphic from Disability Without Poverty 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/disability/canada-disability-benefit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/disabilities-benefits/notified-opportunities.html
https://www.bqwchc.com/calendar/drop-in-canadian-dental-care-plan-registration-2/2025-06-12/
https://www.bqwchc.com/calendar/drop-in-canadian-dental-care-plan-registration/2025-06-13/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/dental/dental-care-plan.html
https://www.disabilitywithoutpoverty.ca/en/how-get-cdb


 
Sexual harassment in the workplace project 

 

We are happy to announce that we 
are participating in a regional legal 
community clinic project to provide 
free and confidential legal advice to 
people who have experienced 
sexual harassment in the workplace. 
As part of this project, we are able 
to provide free legal advice to all 
workers regardless of their income.  
 
Workers who experience violence 
and harassment, particularly 
marginalized workers, face many 
barriers to reporting. We can help 
break down some of those barriers 
and explain different options so you 
can decide the remedy that is best 
for your specific situation. If you 
have been sexually harassed at 
work call us – we can help.  

How to reach us: 
 

If you live within Hastings, Prince 
Edward County or Tyendinaga 
Mohawk Territory, you can call 
CALC direct: 613-966-8686 or toll 
free: 1-877-966-8686. 
 
If you live outside our service area, 
then call toll free 
1-833-677-5146. 
 
CALC can also  
provide free  
workshops on  
understanding,  
reporting, 
preventing and  
stopping 
workplace sexual 
harassment. 

If you or your organization would 
like to book a public legal education 
session, call us at 613-966-8686 or 
fill out the request a speaker form 
on our website.  
 
We can customize a workshop to 
best suit the needs of your group. 

 

 
What to expect as a victim witness 

 

Being a witness in any trial can be 
demanding and difficult.  Being a 
victim witness in a sexual assault 
trial is particularly hard given 
factors like the harm that the victim 
has experienced, the personal 
nature of what happened, the focus 
on the victim’s credibility or 
believability, the uncertainty of the 
outcome and the length of the trial. 
Given this, sometimes victims 
choose not to report what 
happened to police. Sometimes 
they report what happened and the 
police or prosecutor decide the 
evidence is not sufficiently strong to 
lay charges or proceed to a trial. 
However, if charges are laid and the 
matter goes to trial, it is important 
that victim witnesses know that 
supports do exist, including these: 
 
• First, victims should be in contact 

with the Victim Witness 
Assistance Program (VWAP) 
after charges are laid to stay 
updated on what is happening 

with the case. VWAP will also 
support the victim to 
communicate with the 
prosecutor as the trial date 
nears, and can support them to 
prepare a Victim Impact 
Statement that is used in 
sentencing.   

 
• Second, in most sexual assault 

cases, the court issues a 
publication ban. This means that 
no one can publish or share the 
victim’s name or information 
that could identify them in 
public.   

 
• Thirdly, accommodations are 

available that victims can use in 
court. These include being 
allowed to participate from a 
different room than the accused, 
being able to testify from behind 
a screen so that they do not 
have to look directly at the 
accused, and having a support 
animal present. 

• Fourth, part of the job of a 
prosecutor is to ensure that only 
appropriate questions are asked 
to a witness.  If the defense 
wants access to personal 
information about the victim’s 
past, or to medical or counselling 
records, the Court can also 
appoint an additional lawyer to 
ensure that only relevant 
information is shared. This helps 
to ensure that victims are not 
exposed to unnecessary 
questioning in court that is not 
relevant and harmful to their 
dignity, privacy and wellbeing.  

 
It is important that victim witnesses 
understand their rights in criminal 
investigations and proceedings at 
the earliest opportunity.  
 
For any questions, contact VWAP 
or call CALC for free legal advice at 
613-966-8686. 
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/victimwitness-assistance-program


 

 

 
Seven warning signs of fraud 

 

In 2024, the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre (CAFC) received 51,616 
reports from 36,199 victims of 
fraud, and estimated the collective 
financial loss to be $648 million.  
 
In recent years, the number of 
incidents of fraud, the types of fraud 
and their complexity have 
increased, making them harder to 
identify and more difficult to solve. 
 
Anyone can fall victim to fraud! 
Here are seven warning signs to 
help you identify fraud: 
 
1. How did they get your 

number/email?  Most cases 
of fraud begin with 
unsolicited contact.  
 

For example, you may receive a 
telephone call regarding payment of 
fees to release winnings for a 
lottery you never entered into or 
you may receive an email or a text 
message with hyperlinks to 
fraudulent websites and 
attachments with malicious 
software. 

 
2. Who is calling you?  

 
Perpetrators of fraud may mislead 
you as to their identity to gain your 
trust. They may pose as your bank 
representative, a member of law 
enforcement or government 
agency, or even a family member. 
Be wary if you do not recognize the 
person contacting you and are 
unable to verify their identity. 

 
3. False Urgency: 

Communicating a false 
sense of urgency is a tactic 
adopted in many cases of 
fraud.  
 

For example, someone may contact 
you to request information or 

money urgently to assist your family 
member who they claim is in crisis. 

 
What you can do: Get the 
caller’s name and number and tell 
them you will call back. Try to 
verify on your own if the story is 
true by contacting a family member 
or someone you know and trust. 
 
Another example:  A fraudster may 
say they are from a bank or a credit 
card company and claim they are 
investigating unauthorized charges. 
They may ask for your bank 
account or credit card details right 
away to prevent further abuses.  
 
What you can do: Get the 
caller’s name and number and tell 
them you will call back. Do not 
provide any account information. 
End the call. Contact your bank on 
your own to check if the claim is 
true.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Requests for Personal 

Information  
 

In an attempt to defraud you, you 
may be asked to share sensitive 
personal and financial information, 
including your social insurance 
number, bank account number and 
password, and authentication 
codes. Financial institutions and 
government agencies do not 
typically require you to share 
sensitive personal and financial 
information and in fact, advise 
against doing so. 
 

5. Pressure for money or to 
buy a product/service 
 

Some vendors may pressure you 
into investing money or purchasing 
products or services under promise 
of promotions, discounts, after-
sales benefits and large profits. This 
may be an indicator of fraud. If the 
deal sounds too good to be 
true, it likely is! 

 
6. Payment by suspicious 

methods  
 

The method of payment, may be 
another indicator of fraud. 
Perpetrators of fraud often 
rely on lesser-used and harder 
to track forms of payment, 
such as gift-cards or crypto-
currency.  

 
7. Fool me twice:  

Fraudsters may target the 
same individual on more 
than one occasion and using 
different tactics.  
 

In cases of investment fraud, after 
having received your original 
investment, fraudsters may try to 
recover additional money by 
promising to release your original 
investment and any profits after you 
pay additional tax and cost-of-
transfer fees, which they claim you 
owe. Upon the fraud being 
discovered, the same perpetrators, 
under new identities, may 
guarantee recovery of your money 
for an additional fee. 

 
Although causing immediate 
financial loss, fraud may also have 
broader indirect costs, including 
negatively impacting one’s credit. If 
you suspect that you have been a 
victim of fraud, contact CALC for 
free legal advice. 
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Class Action against Financeit Canada Inc. & VaultPay 

 

Have you been pressured or misled into 
signing predatory loan agreements with 
Financeit Canada Inc. or VaultPay through 
door-to-door sales for HVAC equipment, 
water heaters or home renovations? 
 
The Advocacy Centre for the Elderly 
(ACE) in partnership with Sotos Class 
Actions are commencing a class action 
lawsuit against Financeit Canada Inc. or 
VaultPay, on behalf of vulnerable 
homeowners. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

 Advocacy Centre for the Elderly (ACE) 
Telephone: 416-598-2656 
Toll Free: 1-855-598-2656 
 

 Sotos Class Actions 
Telephone #: 416-977-0007 
Toll Free: 1-888-977-9806 
Email: classactions@sotos.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ontario re-introduces anti-
encampment legislation 

 

The Ontario government proposed 
legislation that, if passed, would increase 
enforcement to encampments and public 
drug use.  
 
While the legislation’s aim is to remove 
encampments and drug use from public parks 
and spaces, it’s highly questionable that 
handing out fines and trespass notices to 
homeless people will have any impact.  
 
The province does commit to increased 
funding for municipalities to address 
homeless encampments, but does not 
provide any real solutions for affordable 
housing. 
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Join us as a Board member 
  

If you would like to support the clinic, or know someone that might be 
interested in supporting the clinic, by standing for election to our Board of 

Directors, you can find out more on our website or by contacting our Office 
Manager Lynda Morgan by phone (ext. 25) or by email 

lynda.morgan@calc.clcj.ca.  
 

We would welcome applicants throughout our geographic service area 
including Lennox & Addington, North Hastings, Prince Edward County or from 
the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory. We are also seeking Board members with a 
strong financial background and knowledge as the current Treasurer’s term on 

the Board is ending in the fall. 

The information in this newsletter is not legal advice.  If you have a legal problem in 
any of the areas of law mentioned in this newsletter, please contact us or a 

community legal clinic near you. 

 
 

We would like to welcome 
our 3 new Law Students, 

Hannah, Hodan and Victoria, 
who will be working with us 

throughout the summer!   
 

We will also soon have 2 
new Articling Students who 
will be with us for about 10 
months - Hans will start in 
July and Kunal arrives in 

August. 

https://www.acelaw.ca/consumer-protection-resources/warning-scams-targeting-seniors/financeit-loans-class-action
https://www.sotosclassactions.com/cases/financeit-loans/
mailto:classactions@sotos.ca
mailto:contact@calc.clcj.ca?subject=Newsletter%20request
https://communitylegalcentre.ca/about-the-clinic/donate/
http://www.facebook.com/CommunityLegalCentre
http://www.facebook.com/CommunityLegalCentre
http://twitter.com/#!/calctweets
https://communitylegalcentre.ca/about-the-clinic/our-board/
mailto:lynda.morgan@calc.clcj.ca
http://www.legalaid.on.ca/legal-clinics/

