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We continue to host virtual hearings 
in our offices for clients that donõt 
have the technology at home and 

have converted our waiting room into 
a client intake space ðmasks and 
sanitizer are provided if needed
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Executive Director Michele Leering 
and Director Legal Services Gina 

Cockburnannounced their 
retirements this year. 

We are sad to see them go, but wish 
them all the best! 
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Executive Assistant 

Carolyn Hamilton 

celebrated her 20 year 

anniversary with us!
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Each year CALC is 

fortunate to have the 

assistance of several 

law and nursing 

externs from Queenõs 

University. 

This year we also had 

nursing placement 

students from Loyalist 

College.



https:// inquinte.ca/story/calc-lawyer-gives-tips-and-

advice-to-those-facing-renovictions-in-trenton
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https://www.quintenews.com/2023/03/08/

302518/

https://inquinte.ca/story/calc-lawyer-gives-tips-and-advice-to-those-facing-renovictions-in-trenton
https://www.quintenews.com/2023/03/08/302518/


https:// www.intelligencer.ca/news

/trenton-tenants-facing-

renovictions-offered-legal-advice-

by-clac
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https:// www.intelligencer.ca/news/

more-qw-tenants-get-renoviction-

notices-citizens-group

https://www.intelligencer.ca/news

/more-tenants-than-ever-facing-

eviction-says-calc 

https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/trenton-tenants-facing-renovictions-offered-legal-advice-by-clac
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/more-qw-tenants-get-renoviction-notices-citizens-group
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/more-tenants-than-ever-facing-eviction-says-calc


CALC continues to advocate for law reform in 

many areas, including endorsing various 

campaigns, such as the Income Security 

Advocacy Centreõs Submissionto the Senate 

advocating for important protections in Bill C-

22 (Canada Disability Benefit)
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https://incomesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-04-11-ISAC-Brief-for-the-Standing-

Senate-Committee-on-Social-Affairs-Science-and-Technologys-Study-of-Bill-C-22-CDB.pdf

https://incomesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-04-11-ISAC-Brief-for-the-Standing-Senate-Committee-on-Social-Affairs-Science-and-Technologys-Study-of-Bill-C-22-CDB.pdf
https://incomesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-04-11-ISAC-Brief-for-the-Standing-Senate-Committee-on-Social-Affairs-Science-and-Technologys-Study-of-Bill-C-22-CDB.pdf


We held a soft launch party for 
our new Justice & Health 

Learning Centre on June 9.  

This website, which will go live 
soon, is a free learning 

platform about legal health for 
the healthcare sector in 

Ontario. It hosts a wealth of 
educational resources, 
including our self-paced 

course, Prescribing Legal 
Help, designed to empower 

healthcare providers to 
identify and address health-

harming legal needs

8



CALC once again 

participated in 

National Housing 

Day, held on 

November 23rd, 

continuing to 

advocate for 

affordable housing.
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As we do each year, CALC participated in the Dec 6 vigil to 

honour the victims of the ÉcolePolytechniqueshooting in 1989
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Executive Director Michele Leering participated in a  presentation on health & 

justice partnerships at The Ontario Public Health Convention (TOPHC)



CALC attended 
the Caribbean 
Festival in the 
summer along 
with other 
community 
agencies, such 
as Quinte 
Immigration 
Services
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Again this year, CALC 

participated in and 

helped organize the 

Take Back the Night 

2023 Rally and 

March ðto bring 

awareness about 

sexual violence and 

elevate the voices of 

survivors in our 

community
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To celebrate our 40+ 

years of community 

lawyering, we held an 

open house at our 

Belleville office, inviting 

service providers and 

the public to come meet 

our new staff and new 

incoming Executive 

Director, Lisa Turik
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Some of the materials being displayed at the open house15
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Above: Executive Director Michele Leering, Legal Aid VP 

Clinic Law Services, Co-Director Legal Service Lisa Turik 

and CALC Board Chair Steve van de Hoef

Left:  Soon to be 

retired! 

Director Legal 

Services Gina 

Cockburn with 

Executive Director 

Michele Leering



v Funded by the Department of Justice 

v Collaborative project with 9 other community legal clinics 

v Phase I ðneeds and capacity assessment now underway 17



v Over $1.5 million total 

recovered for our clients 

between October 2022 

and September 2023

v Download a copy of the 

2023 Report to see what 

else weõve been up to 

this year!  (Or contact us 

to mail you a copy.)
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https://communitylegalcentre.ca/

tcodownloads/annual-report-2023/

https://communitylegalcentre.ca/tcodownloads/annual-report-2020/
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ODSP Denials 

Å82% success rate 

Å56% of those successful were 

settled without a hearing

ÅAlmost $1.3 million recovered  

ÅAverage increase of $436 per 

month for our clients
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Housing

ÅProvided duty counsel services to tenants 

during 177 hearing days (multiple blocks 

each day) at the Landlord and Tenant Board 

ÅDid 19 presentations to various groups, 

including the OPP, about CALC and the 

Residential Tenancies Actto help prevent 

evictions and give police resources when 

faced with landlord & tenant disputes

Å51% of all CALCõs calls are about housing!
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Outreach

ÅWe presented to 66 groups this year, 

reaching over 950 people, which 

included students, seniors, social 

workers, youth groups and the OPP.

ÅTopics included: tenant rights, sexual 

harassment at work, seniorsõ issues, 

wills/POAs, consumer issues, and 

justice & health partnerships
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4,378 requests for information, advice 
& brief services were received

412 new clients formally represented

we worked on 97 projects



All Requests 

for Help by 

Area of Law

Oct 2022 to 

Sep 2023
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Approx. 1,800 

copies distributed, 

65% by email.

Find all editions 

online at 

http:// community

legalcentre.ca/

news/newsletter/

Subscribe on our 

website!
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Spring Edition Fall Edition

http://communitylegalcentre.ca/news/newsletter/

