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Checklist: Completing the Health Status Report 

 

 All disabling health conditions included?  

 Physical / mental impairments described? (impairments = symptoms) 

 Restrictions described? (restrictions = functional limitations in work, community, personal care) 

 Duration expected to last one year or more? (if not, condition will not be considered) 

 

Checklist: Completing the Treatment Pages 

 

 All current medications and dosages listed? 

 Efficacy of current medications described? (in the space for notes, #4) 

 Side effects of medications described? (in the space for notes, #4) 

 All relevant past medications listed? (ie, those trialed and failed; in the space for notes, #4)  

 All relevant hospital visits listed? 

 All past, current and proposed treatment listed? (e.g., specialists, surgical consults, physio, 

chiro, recommended home exercises, counselling, social work etc.) 

 

Checklist: Completing the Intellectual  & Emotional Wellness Scale  

 

 IEWS completed for any applicant with ANY mental health condition?  

 IEWS completed for any applicant with ANY relevant symptoms (EVEN IF SYMPTOMS LINKED 
TO PHYSICAL CONDITIONS - e.g., poor sleep, poor appetite, problems with concentration) 

 IEWS consistent with written description of symptoms on health status report?  

 

Checklist: Completing the Activities of Daily Living Index 

 

 ADLI consistent with written descriptions on health status report?  

 ADLI consistent with IEWS, in overlapping areas? (e.g., learning, concentration)  

 Written comments made on patient’s limitations in work, community, personal care?  

 

Checklist: Attaching Reports 

 
 All specialist reports attached? 

 All hospital reports attached? 

 All imaging reports attached?  

 All counselling notes attached? 
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Remember:  

The forms do not ask the most important questions:  

a) does the patient have substantial impairment (ie symptoms)? 

b) does the impairment substantially restrict the patient’s activities of daily living in one or more 

areas: personal care OR community functioning OR workplace functioning. 

If the answer to these questions is yes, clearly state that opinion and explain why –  

WE NEED YOU TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THE FORMS DON’T ASK! 

Your patient does NOT have to be unable to function to qualify for ODSP – to qualify, there just needs to 

be some evidence their symptoms are substantial and cause restrictions. They may still qualify for ODSP if: 
 

 Their conditions are recurrent, so they have good days and bad days; 
 Their conditions in isolation are not serious, but the cumulative effect is serious; 

 They are only restricted in ONE of the three areas listed above. For example, they can function 
well at home and in their community, but not in a workplace.  

 

Medical Reviews: 

When a patient is granted ODSP, they are often given a medical review date. The review date could be 1-5 
years. When the review date comes up, the patient will be sent a new application form to complete.  

 The medical review application form is identical to the initial application form.  

 Your patient has 90 days to complete and return the application forms. 

When the medical reviewer assigned to the file receives the medical review forms from you, they compare 

the original application forms and the medical review forms. They assess whether your patient’s conditions 
have improved, stayed the same, or worsened.  

 If they think your patient has improved, they may deny benefits. If they think your patient has 

stayed the same or worsened, benefits should continue. 

If possible, we recommend that you review the original application forms before completing the medical 

review forms. If your patient’s conditions have stayed the same or worsened from the original application, 
you should note this on the medical review forms.  

Patients who have been denied ODSP, either on an initial application OR medical review 
should get legal advice from CALC. 

 

Getting Help with Forms: 

Please do not hesitate to consult with us if you have questions about your patients’ forms!  

 

 

 

  

 

w w w . c o m m u n i t y l e g a l c e n t r e . c a  

158 George Street, Level 1 
Belleville, ON K8N 3H2 

Tele: (613) 966 8686 
 

Toll Free: 1 877 966 8686 
Fax: (613) 966 6251 

TTY: (613) 966 8714 

Your community legal clinic 


