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BAFFLEGAB 
Hastings and Prince Edward Legal Services' Newsletter 

Beyond Band-Aids: 

The Report Card! 

 

 

In June 2001, 

the clinic 

researched and 

wrote a report 

called "Beyond 

Band-Aids: A 

Community 

Response to 

Homelessness".  

We made a 

large number of 

recommendations to help prevent homelessness 

aimed at all three levels of government.  In the past 

year and a half, we have: 

 

 spoken frequently about the recommendations 

both publicly and privately; 

 forwarded the report to our elected provincial 

and federal politicians; 

 written to various government officials and 

public servants responsible for programmes and 

laws we had constructively criticized in the 

report requesting that action be taken; 

 sent the report to Legal Aid Ontario who have 

as part of their legislative mandate to improve 

access to justice; 

 provided recommendations to the Advocacy 

Centre for Tenants Ontario and to the Housing 

and Homelessness Network of Ontario who 

have carried these forward (in part) to both 

provincial and federal members of government; 

 provided the report to media for wider 

dissemination. 

 

And now we ask ourselves….  Did anything happen 

in response to these recommendations?  Has 

anything improved in our local community since the 

report was issued?  What has the County of 

Hastings done in response to the report?  Has 

anything been done by the provincial government to 

improve the situation for low-income tenants in 

Ontario?  Has the federal government done 

anything effective to deal with the problems 

identified?  Has there been any progress?   

 

To recognize National Housing Strategy Day, 

November 22, we will be issuing a Report Card 

about the recommendations.  Please join us at a 

community forum being organized in partnership 

with the Hastings County Social Services 

Department and the Homelessness Advisory 

Committee.  The forum will be held on November 

22 at 9:00 a.m on the third floor Committee Room, 

Hastings County Administration Building, on 

Pinnacle Street, in Belleville.  The forum will be 

followed by a short vigil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

***DON’T FORGET*** 

OUR 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Please mark on your calendar Tuesday, November 

26, 2002, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Thomas’ 

Anglican Church, 201 Church Street in 

Belleville. 

 

Our pre-AGM panel this year will feature speakers 

from the Income Security Advocacy Centre and the 

clinic on “Access to Disability Pensions” campaign  

and the  Kimberly Rogers inquest.  See the 

enclosed flyer for details. 
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 Bill 181  

 

 

 

The provincial government & Legal Aid 

Ontario:  

 

What’s happening? 
 

Legal clinics are not directly affected, in the short 

term, by the changes contained in the proposed 

Legal Aid Services Amendment Act.  This Bill is 

primarily aimed at the “legal aid certificates” part of 

Legal Aid Ontario (LAO).  Most family and 

criminal law legal services are provided to low 

income Ontarians by private bar members who are 

issued legal aid certificates.  Legal clinics generally 

practice what has come to be known as “poverty 

law” and employ staff lawyers and others to carry 

out a mandate for both individual and systemic legal 

work. 

 

However, the long-term effect of the changes will 

not bode well for the future of independent legal 

clinics like ours, or the independence from 

government of the legal aid system.  To quote the 

Chairperson of our Board of Directors, Gaye Feller, 

who wrote in a recent letter to the Attorney General 

David Young: 

 

“As you will be aware, legal aid reform has been 

ongoing for many years now.   Since its inception 

LAO has been working in good faith to create the 

best possible legal aid system to ensure “access to 

justice”.   We are concerned that this government is 

introducing this legislation at this stage of the 

reform.  LAO is an independent corporation and its 

independence should not be compromised.  Your 

government’s rationale for taking this drastic step 

should be a matter for full public  discussion.  

 

We feel that more direct government intervention in 

the affairs of LAO is inappropriate. 

 

We urge you to abandon Bill 181 and instead 

negotiate outstanding issues with LAO and other 

parties in good faith. We feel that LAO through 

many reform initiatives is developing one of the best 

legal aid systems in the world and we do not 

understand why your government is intervening in 

their process and deliberations at this critical 

stage.” 

 
Justice Sidney B. Linden, the Chairperson of Legal 

Aid Ontario, commented in a recent article: 

 
“What Bill 181 may do, if it passes in its present 

form, is undermine the independence of LAO as 

an agency.  The problem with this Bill is that it 

allows the government to direct every aspect of 

legal aid services.  In assuming service planning 

functions, the government will erode the important 

separation between prosecution and defence that is 

one of the hallmarks of our justice system.  This 

Bill reverses the sensible course this government 

took in 1999 when it established LAO as an arms’ 

length, independent agency with a mission to 

deliver high-quality, innovative legal aid services.  

It may also damage the public-private partnership 

that has been the foundation of legal aid service 

delivery…...The kind of systemic change that LAO 

is leading takes time, patience, and the willingness 

to build consensus.  I am immensely proud of the 

progress that we have made since 1999 towards 

modernizing the legal aid system, and I am 

optimistic that this progress can be continued if 

everyone moves away from confrontation and 

coercion and into constructive cooperation.” 

 

As of writing this article, the government is 

reconsidering their drastic action.  The Bill has gone 

to committee and major amendments are expected 

to ensure the independence of LAO. 
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Inquest into Kimberley Roger’s Death 

Has Begun 
 

The Coroner’s inquest began Tuesday, October 15 

in Sudbury and is expected to last six weeks.  Ms. 

Rogers was convicted of welfare fraud in April 

2001 and sentenced to house arrest.  She was found 

dead in her apartment during a heat wave on August 

11, 2001.  She was eight months pregnant at the 

time of her death.   

 

Ms. Roger’s death has provided the impetus for the  

“Justice with Dignity” campaign to reform punitive 

social assistance legislation.  On November 26 from 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m., the legal clinic is sponsoring a 

forum where you can hear from speakers who have 

been involved in preparing for the inquest and from 

some of the  campaigns being waged to alleviate 

poverty  in Ontario (“Pay the Rent, Feed the Kids”, 

“Access to ODSP”, “Justice with Dignity”).  We 

hope that you will be able to join us.  An interpreter 

for the deaf will be provided.  The forum will be 

held at St. Thomas Anglican Church in Belleville. 

Refreshments and childcare will also be provided.  

For further information in advance of the event, 

please read the enclosed flyer or call Lynda Morgan 

at extension 25. 
 

 

 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS ARE EXEMPT 

FROM GARNISHMENT 

 

When you have been successfully sued, a judgment 

is issued against you.  The person to whom money 

is owed (the creditor) can use different methods to 

collect the money owed.  One method is by 

garnishment of a bank account. 

 

Garnishment of a bank account is done by the 

creditor obtaining information about a bank account 

and obtaining a garnishment on that bank account.  

The bank is then obligated to release funds to the 

creditor. 

 

However, money received from Ontario Works, 

Ontario Disability, Old Age Security and Canada 

Pension are not subject to garnishment like other 

funds.  Therefore, if your money comes from any of 

these sources, it cannot be given to your creditor to 

satisfy the debt. 

 

If the bank garnishes these funds and gives them to 

your creditor, you should immediately contact the 

bank and ask that the transaction be reversed.  You 

must also provide the bank with confirmation that 

your funds have come from Ontario Works, Ontario 

Disability, Old Age Security or Canada Pension. 

 

If you think that someone is going to attempt to 

garnish funds, you should contact your bank to 

ensure that they know where your money comes 

from, so that they will not act on any garnishment 

they might receive. 

 

Some banks also claim the “right of offset” against 

money in your account.  This might occur if you 

have a credit card through the same bank as the one 

your account is with.  If your credit card is in 

default, the bank might take money from your 

account, and call it “offset”.  This is like a 

garnishment, but you have not been sued and there 

is no judgment against you.  The bank relies upon 

the agreement you signed when you received your 

credit card.  Again, you should contact the bank 

right away to advise them of your source of income, 

and insist that they reverse the “offset”. 

 

In these and other circumstances the clinic is able to 

provide you with advice. 

 
 

Community Legal Clinic 

Telephone Directory 

 

New Callers needing help "0" or stay 

on the line 

Reception 0 

Tenant Information/Advice 22 

Gina Cockburn 34 

Katharine Davis 31 

Richard Ferriss 32 

Sam Kuhn 30 

Michele Leering 27 

David Little 33 

Mary McCormick 29 

Deirdre McDade 26 

John McKean 28 
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What’s New at Hastings and Prince 

Edward Legal Services? 
 

Since our summer newsletter …….. 

 

 NEW NAME - We are in the process of 

changing our legal clinic’s name to something 

new and different.  We must change our name 

now because of our expanded service area.  It is 

too confusing to go by the name Hastings and 

Prince Edward Legal Services when we now 

also serve low income people living in south 

and central Lennox & Addington Counties.  Our 

Board of Directors has recommended that we 

temporarily change our name to Community 

Legal Clinic of Hastings, Prince Edward, and 

Lennox & Addington Counties. This proposed 

name change still has to be approved by the 

membership of our clinic at our AGM on 

November 26, 2002 and to be permitted by the 

Ministry of Consumer and Business Services.  

Stay tuned!!  We are still looking for a better 

name that also captures what our legal clinic is 

all about.  Please let us know if you have any 

ideas by calling Lynda Morgan at extension 25. 

 

 NEW SATELLITE OFFICE – In March 2002 

we opened a new satellite office to serve 

Lennox and Addington Counties.  The office is 

located at 45 Dundas Street East in Napanee.  

Lawyer Deirdre McDade staffs the Napanee 

office on most Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to noon 

and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Telephone advice is 

available throughout the week.  To make an 

appointment to see her or to receive advice by 

phone, please call 1-877-966-8686 ext “0”. 

 NEW STAFF – Sharon Powell joined our staff 

in August as a legal secretary/administrative 

support.  Richard C. Ferriss joined us in 

September as a permanent staff lawyer. He is 

responsible for our Madoc satellite office.  He 

also assists with Ontario Rental Housing 

Tribunal hearings held in Belleville on Fridays.  

Welcome Sharon & Richard!!!  Thanks to our 

departing summer students, Christina Wallis and 

Paul Blais. 

 

How May We Help You? 

 

We are a non-profit community legal clinic offering 

FREE legal information, advice, assistance, and 

representation to people living on a low income in 

Hastings, Prince Edward, and central & southern 

Lennox & Addington Counties in the following 

areas of law: 

 

 Tenant Rights and Obligations 

 Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support 

Plan 

 Canada Pension - Disability 

 Workplace Safety & Insurance Board 

 Employment Insurance 

 Criminal Injuries Compensation 

 Human Rights 

 Employment Rights 

 

HPELS does not do Real Estate, Family, or Criminal 

Law, nor do we issue Legal Aid Certificates.  If you 

have other legal problems, you may wish to contact: 

 

 Legal Aid Ontario:  

 Hastings & Prince Edward Counties: 

 962-9634 or toll free at 1-888-551-9755 

(Belleville) 

 Lennox & Addington Counties: 

(613) 354-4773 (Napanee) 

 

 Lawyer Referral Service: 1-900-565-4577 

(a $6.00 fee will be charged to your phone bill) 



 

Volume 11, Number 2 

November, 2002    Page 5 of 10 

 

 

Congratulations and thanks to Ena Chadha, 

Advocacy Resource Centre for the Handicapped 

(ARCH) and the Clinic Workers' Compensation 

Network advisory team for getting injured workers 

the opportunity to be heard by the Supreme Court of 

Canada. 

 

The Supreme Court of Canada has invited the 

Ontario Network of Injured Workers' Groups 

(ONIWG), represented by Ena and ARCH, to 

participate in oral argument on Monday, December 

9th as an intervenor in the Martin and Laseur 

appeals. The cases from Nova Scotia changed the 

treatment of chronic pain disabilities to limit 

benefits and treatment to eight weeks. The N.S. 

Appeals Tribunal ruled that it had jurisdiction to 

determine the constitutionality of those provisions 

and ruled that they contravened the Charter's s.15 

prohibition against discrimination on the basis of 

disability. The Court of Appeal disagreed on both 

counts. 

 

The Ontario government had introduced a 

legislative distinction for chronic pain in 1997 and 

proposed a similar scheme, but shelved it after 

opposition from the injured worker community. 

ONIWG approached the legal clinics for assistance 

in intervening in the Nova Scotia cases. ARCH 

volunteered to provide counsel with the assistance 

of a team of workers' compensation advocates from 

the Provincial Clinic Workers' Compensation 

Network. 

 

There are two legal points.  

 

One, that the provincial administrative tribunal  

 

"is legally authorized to determine the 

constitutionality of provisions in the 

Workers' Compensation Act." 

 

 Two, 

 

 "ONIWG submits that the discrimination 

experienced by workers with chronic pain 

under the Nova Scotia regime manifests 

itself through overlapping processes of 

stigmatization and devaluation, and in so 

doing, reinforces misconceptions about 

chronic pain disability. The impugned 

provisions place additional social and legal 

burdens on workers with chronic pain 

disability. The human dignity of workers 

with chronic pain is demeaned because such 

workers are perceived as "less disabled", "ill 

in the head" and/or as reward seeking 

malingerers. The ultimate effect of the 

discriminatory provisions is to deny workers 

with chronic pain disability the legal rights 

and resources available to other injured 

workers." (quoted from factum) 

 

Injured workers in several communities are 

fundraising to send a delegation to Ottawa for the 

hearing. Other disability organizations are also 

interested. Please pass this news on to any clients or 

community groups who may be interested. 

 

(reprinted with permission of John McKinnon, 

Injured Workers Consultants (IWC) 

 

 

 
 

Hastings and Prince Edward Legal 

Services 

Telephone Directory 
 

New Callers needing help "0" or stay 

on the line 

Reception 0 

Tenant Information/Advice 22 

Gina Cockburn 34 

Katharine Davis 31 

Richard C. Ferriss 32 

Sam Kuhn 30 

Michele Leering 27 

David Little 33 

Mary McCormick 29 

Deirdre McDade 26 

John McKean 28 
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Ombudsman acts on request to 

investigate Ontario Rental Housing 

Tribunal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ontario's Ombudsman, Mr. Clare Lewis, has agreed 

to launch his own investigation of the Ontario 

Rental Housing Tribunal's application of the Tenant 

Protection Act in relation to rent increases based on 

utility costs. 

 

The Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario (ACTO) 

presented a detailed submission to the Ontario 

Ombudsman in June of this year, asking him to 

investigate the practices of the Ontario Rental 

Housing Tribunal pursuant to the Tenant Protection 

Act.  One of the issues raised was the extraordinary 

number of applications being granted for hefty rent 

increases based on one-time increases in utility 

costs. 

 

In a letter to ACTO dated September 20, Mr. Lewis 

writes "This is an issue I have been monitoring for 

some time… I believe it is an appropriate time for 

my office to investigate this issue." 

 

"Tenants across Ontario are paying large rent 

increases (some in the double digits) based on 

2000/2001 gas costs which are no longer being paid 

by landlords," says Kathy Laird, Director of Legal 

Services at ACTO.  "And tenants continue to pay 

those increased rents year after year.  The 

government has been urged repeatedly to fix the 

legislation and hasn't done so.  We are pleased that 

the Ombudsman has launched an investigation and 

hope that his office will also investigate the other 

issues we have raised, particularly the unfair 

eviction process." 

 

The Ombudsman is empowered to investigate the 

practices of provincial government organizations 

and to make recommendations where an "act or 

omission… appears to have been… unreasonable, 

unjust, oppressive or improperly discriminatory." 

 

"Now that the Ombudsman has opened an 

investigation, we hope to see legislative change to 

protect tenants from these unfair rent increases," 

concludes Ms. Laird. 

 

(re-printed with permission of Advocacy for Tenants 

Ontario and Tenant Duty Counsel Program) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

If you are receiving Ontario Works (OW) or 

Ontario Disability (ODSP) benefits, you and your 

family members are eligible to receive 

reimbursement for the cost of travel to go for 

necessary medical treatment. You must have 

receipts.  Expenses which can be claimed include: 

 

 cost of travel; 

 meals if necessary for the patient and 

for one person travelling with the 

patient; 

 overnight accomodation if necessary; 

and, 

 parking.  

(cont’d on page 7) 
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COST OF TRAVEL 

 

 18 cents a kilometre is the southern 

Ontario “mileage” allowed by ODSP 

for people driving their own cars or 

being driven by a friend or relative; 

 30 cents a kilometre is the “mileage” 

allowed by OW (which includes any 

parking or meal expenses); 

 actual bus or train fare; 

 taxi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note – You will need to get advance approval from 

Ontario Works or Ontario disability for the cost of  

a taxi.  Usually the cheapest form of transportation 

available is the one approved, unless you can show 

that you need to use another form of transportation 

(for example, you cannot use the bus because you 

cannot climb the stairs). 

 

MEALS 

 

 These are allowed when you are away from 

home for a lengthy period of time over a 

meal time. 

 

 The maximum allowed by ODSP is $5.00 

for breakfast, $8.00 for lunch, and $15.00 

for dinner.  If a second person is needed as 

driver or to assist the patient, the cost of the 

second person’s meals can also be claimed. 

 

OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATION 

 

You need to get prior approval from Ontario Works 

or Ontario Disability for this expense.  It is 

available when you have a very long trip or need to 

have treatment that lasts for more than one day.  

You can stay at a reasonably priced hotel/motel that 

is close to the treatment site.   

WHAT KIND OF MEDICAL TREATMENT? 

 

The kind of medical treatment for which you can 

claim transportation expenses is not defined in the 

legislation.  The Ontario Disability policy allows for 

reimbursement for travel costs to see a doctor, 

optometrist, physiotherapist, dentist, psychologist, 

and a number of other health professionals.  

Transportation costs for attending drug and alcohol 

recovery groups (including Alcoholics Anonymous 

and Narcotics Anonymous) are covered if a doctor 

has recommended it.  Several of our clients have 

been denied transportation benefits by Ontario 

Disability for attending a mental health drop-in 

centre or a counselling session, even though it has 

been recommended by their doctors.  We are 

representing these people on their appeals of these 

denials to the Social Benefits Tribunal.  

 

IS THERE A MINIMUM AMOUNT? 

 

The legislation does not specify any minimum 

amount.  The Ontario Disability policy states that a 

person must spend over $15.00 a month in medical 

transportation costs before he/she will be 

reimbursed.  We are currently challenging this 

unfair policy and representing someone who has 

spent just under $15.00 a month in an appeal to the 

Social Benefits Tribunal. 

Bafflegab is published by: 

 

Hastings and Prince Edward Legal Services 

158 George Street 

Belleville, ON  K8N 3H2 

966-8686 or 1-877-966-8686 

TTY:   966-8714 or 1-877-966-8714 

 

If you would like to support the clinic by becoming 

a member or if you would like additional copies of 

Bafflegab, please contact the clinic. 

 

The information in this newsletter is not meant to be 

taken as legal advice. If you have a legal problem in 

any of the areas of law mentioned in the newsletter, 

you should contact the legal clinic in your area. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES FOR THE DISABLED IN EDUCATION 

 

Did you know that Canada has ratified the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of the Child that recognizes that the objectives of 

education is “the development of the child’s personality, talents and 

mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential”?  We have also 

ratified the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Disabled 

Persons, which affirms the right of persons with disabilities to 

education which will “enable them to develop their capabilities and 

skills to the maximum and will hasten the processes of their social 

integration.”  Our Ontario Human Rights Code guarantees equal 

treatment in education, free from discrimination. 

 

The reality is far different, as many disabled children and their parents 

well know.  The educational opportunities for many children fall far 

short of the principles that  we, as a society, have agreed to.  Many 

children are permitted to attend school for only a fraction of the school 

day, have inadequate supports when they are there, and bravely face 

many barriers to meaningful inclusion within the educational setting.  

 

The Ontario Human Rights Commission recently announced a far-

reaching public consultation on disability issues in education.  The 

Commission is looking at access to education for persons with 

disabilities, discrimination against them, attitudinal barriers, and 

appropriate accommodation in the educational system. 

 

The Commission has requested written submissions, and will hold 

public hearings in early November, which may include a hearing in 

Kingston.  Their ultimate aim is to make recommendations to improve 

access to and equality of education services for persons with 

disabilities. The Commission will also develop specific guidelines to 

clarify the application of the Human Rights Code to disability issues in 

educational services. 

 

The Commission’s website contains a useful backgrounder, and up to 

date information on the consultation process at www.ohrc.on.ca.    You 

can call toll  free at 1-800-387-9080. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hastings and Prince Edward 

Legal Services 

 

 
 

NOW SERVING: 
 

 Hastings County 

 Prince Edward County 

 Central & Southern Lennox 

& Addington Counties 

(Greater Napanee and Stone 

Mills Township) 

 

With offices in: 

BellevilleBancroftNapanee

PictonMadoc 

CALL:  966-8686 or 

 1-877-966-8686 

 

TTY:  966-8714  or  

1-877-966-8714 

 

 

HASTINGS AND PRINCE 

EDWARD 

LEGAL SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

SCHEDULE 

 

WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 

12:00 NOON ON DECEMBER 

24, 2002 UNTIL 9:00 A.M. ON 

JANUARY 2, 2003 

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/
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Clinic needs volunteer Board members  

 

OH TO BE A BOARD MEMBER!!! 

 

To make it clear at the outset: there is no glamour or glitter in being a 

director or officer of the clinic, but it is a challenge, a learning 

experience, and it can be a lot of fun.  

 

These were my reasons to become and to remain a Board member:  

 

 meaningful community service,  

 self-esteem, i.e., the rebuilding thereof, 

 an opportunity to share my expertise and training with staff and 

fellow Board members  

 

I used to be a client of Hastings and Prince Edward Legal Services, at a 

time when the government delighted in scapegoating the people on 

welfare, when it impoverished the poor, and threatened to run their lives 

any way it saw fit.  To us it appeared that we had been abandoned by 

the authorities, by all political parties, by society.  From one day to the 

other we had officially become “trash”, regardless of any reason why 

social assistance was the only hope to get back on our feet.  

 

In my fury and desperation I wrote nasty newspaper articles about the 

legislated persecution of those who did not fit into the new mold of the 

“hardworking taxpayer”.  One gained nation-wide attention, but mostly 

they served as impotent comic relief.  Seemingly nothing could stop or 

slow down the attack on the most defenceless in society  - not protest 

marches at Queen’s Park, not petitions, not “Days of Action”, not 

appeals by church leaders.  

 

However, the law could.  Working quietly yet persistently the staff of 

the legal clinic managed to avert or at least soften many blows against 

the poor – by applying the spirit of social justice to the written law and 

government regulations.  What noisy demonstrations could not achieve,  

the clinic staff made sure that 

their clients had “food on the 

table and a roof over their 

head”.  

 

After a few discussions with 

staff and Board members about 

my possible involvement with 

the clinic, I became a member 

of the clinic and subsequently a 

member of the Board. That was 

in 1997.  I will never forget the 

first Board meeting, because it 

was a disaster.  Although I had 

browsed through the huge 

Board manual, I did not 

understand a single word of the 

proceedings.  However, with the 

patient help of staff and Board 

members I began to gain a 

rudimentary understanding of 

the clinic system.  I know a 

little bit more now, but the 

learning never stops. 

 

I attribute my active 

involvement with the clinic to 

the re-building of my self-

esteem.  I was actively involved 

in the AGM of 1998 when we 

presented the skit  “Reality 

Check”; I participated in the 

review of the Legal Aid 

Services Act of 1998; I have 

served on most committees.  

Last but by far not least, I have 

to thank my fellow directors, 

the Executive Director, and the 

Office Manager for their 

continued moral support.  In 

any case, I was never in danger 

of becoming a BORED Board 

member! 

 

Article submitted by Ivar 

Heissler. 

It’s that time of year again when the clinic looks for new people to help 

the clinic by standing for election to our Board of Directors.  Election 

of Board members will be held during our AGM on November 26. 

 

To stand for election to the Board, you must be a member of the clinic.  

Details on how to become a member (and who can become a member) 

are enclosed with this newsletter.  If you wish to run for the Board of 

Directors, please contact Lynda Morgan at extension 25 for a copy of 

the application form the Board’s Nominating Committee has created. 



 

Volume 11, Number 2 

November, 2002    Page 10 of 10 

“Access to ODSP (Disability Pensions)Campaign”  

 

Our legal clinic’s Board of Directors recently 

endorsed a long list of comprehensive 

recommendations to reform the Ontario Disability 

Support Plan (ODSP).  These recommendations 

were put together by a committee of people from 

community legal clinics, health providers, social 

service agencies and others who work with 

applicants and recipients of ODSP.  To quote from a 

recent letter from the ODSP Action Coalition  “We 

find that a huge proportion of our work time and 

resources are consumed with advocating on behalf 

of individuals who are refused ODSP or who 

encounter problems trying to remain on the system.  

More importantly, we find our clients’ mental and 

physical health suffering from both the financial 

stress and the anxiety of dealing with an 

unresponsive system.”  We agree!! 

 

If you or your organization are interested in 

obtaining a copy of the recommendations and 

possibly endorsing them, please call Diane French 

at extension 24 for a copy of the materials.  We also 

invite you to attend a special forum about the need 

for social assistance reform being held before our 

AGM on Tuesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m. at St. 

Thomas Anglican Church in Belleville.  

Legal Clinic System wins award from 

the Daily Bread Food Bank 
 

The Daily Bread Food Bank gives an award 

annually to organizations or individuals for their 

outstanding work in the community and their 

advocacy on behalf of low-income individuals.  

This year, the Ontario legal clinic system of 

which our clinic is a part, was awarded this 

honour.  Justice Sidney Linden, Chair of Legal 

Aid Ontario stated in a recent media release, 

“This is a very proud moment at Legal Aid 

Ontario.  This award recognizes the 

indispensable contributions of all community 

legal clinics. Clinics are one important way that 

Legal Aid Ontario ensures access to justice for 

low income Ontarians.” 
 

 

MATTERS OF BUSINESS AT THIS YEAR’S 

AGM 

 

In addition to regular items of Annual General 

Meeting business, there will be motions to deal with 

the proposed change to the clinic’s name, and to 

officially increase our service area to include 

Lennox & Addington Counties.  There will also be 

a motion to amend our Operating Bylaw # 1 to 

make a number of housekeeping  improvements and 

changes, many needed because of the expansion.  If 

you are a clinic member, you will be entitled to vote 

on these changes at the AGM.   A membership 

application is enclosed with this newsletter.  Your 

application must be accepted by November 20 this 

year if you wish to exercise your right to vote at the 

AGM. 
 

 

New Legal Information Pamphlets 
 

As part of a series produced by Community 

Legal Education Ontario, the following new 

pamphlets are available at the legal clinic: 

 

 “Canada Child Tax Benefit” 

 “On Your Own Under 18:  

 Getting Social Assistance” 

 “Overpayments:  Information for people  

who are no longer on assistance” 

 

Contact the legal clinic for your free copy or 

view/obtain online at www.cleo.on.ca  

http://www.cleo.on.ca/

